
Land Distribution and Disposition & Land Survey

Republic Act No.  10023, otherwise known as the Free Patent Act, 
is an act authorizing the issuance of Free Patents to Residential Lands as 
a mode of disposition of public agricultural land wherein an incomplete 
or imperfect title over a parcel of land is administratively legalized. This 
law aims to ease the requirements and procedures in the titling of 
residential lands. It also reduced the period of eligibility for titling from 
30 to 10 years. 

The implementation of Improved 
Land Administration and Management 
hastened the titling of lands. For CY 
2023, a total of 1,738 lots and 924 lots 
were surveyed and approved for 
residential and agricultural use, 
respectively.  This activity was inspected, 
verified and approved using the Land 
Administration Management System 
(LAMS) with a total of 6,826 plans duly 
approved, surpassing the annual target 
by 455%.

This intensive campaign for Improved Land Administration and 
Management resulted in a total of 1,499 residential patents and 683 
agricultural patents issued and transmitted to the Registry of Deeds 
(ROD) region-wide, with PENRO Davao del Sur consistently carrying the 
bulk of the accomplishment. 
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Management of Foreshore Areas and Patrimonial Properties

As defined in DENR Administrative Order No. 2004-24, on the 
Revised Rules and Regulations Governing the Administration and 
Management of Foreshore Lands, Foreshore Lands are parts of the 
shore which is alternately covered and uncovered by the ebb and flow 
of the tide. The Agency issues Foreshore Lease Agreements or FLAs 
with applicants of Foreshore Leases to occupy, develop, utilize and 
manage foreshore lands and areas. This includes marshy lands or 
lands covered with water bordering upon the shores or banks of 
navigable lakes or rivers.
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The Regional Licenses, Patents and Deeds Division (LPDD) is 
responsible for the processing and approval of the Appraisal and Re-
appraisal of foreshore areas covered by a foreshore lease applications 
within the entire region as well as the processing and issuance of 
provisional permits on foreshore areas. For CY 2023, Region XI 
accomplished 158% and 167% of its annual target for Appraisal and 
Reappraisal of foreshore leases respectively.

On Patrimonial Properties, the region was able to appraise 
residential lots within the various NAFCO residential subdivisions 
in the region, namely: Pindasan Barrio Site Residential Subdivision, 
La Union Barrio Site Subdivision, Mabini Townsite Residential 
Subdivision, and Padada Townsite Residential Subdivision. A total 
of 83 re-appraisal reports with Completed Staff Work (CSW) and 
complete documents were submitted and endorsed to the Land 
Management Bureau. Additionally, 24 Deeds of Absolute Sales were 
also submitted  to the Land Management Bureau (LMB).
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For Patrimonial revenue collection, the Regional Office 
collected Php3,774,982.19 of revenue which was 51% more than the 
annual target of Php 2,500,000 . These were collections based on 
the amortization of the purchase of NAFCO residential lots and 
occupancy/permit fees for NAFCO commercial properties. The 
office also exceeded the target for Foreshore Leases Revenue 
Collection, accomplishing 120% or 137,410,921 for CY 2023, with 
more than half of the revenue coming from PENRO Davao del 
Norte.
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Resolution of Land Dispute/Cases

Region XI has conducted  a total of 8 resolutions of cases 
resolved with claims and conflicts through the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution, exceeding the annual target of 5 by 60%. 

Land Cases were resolved within the CENRO level and 
parties involved in the cases comprise through an 
agreement/amicable settlement. An Alternative Dispute Resolution 
is deemed to be less formal, less expensive, and less time-
consuming than a trial or a formal hearing.
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Land Records Management

Pursuant to DAO 2010-18  or the  Improving Management 
of Land Information through the adoption of Land 
Administration and Management System, The agency is 
conducting a Digital Cadastral Database (DCDB) Cleansing with 
the intention to create a cleansed digital cadastral database that 
will serve as a basis in approving all future land transactions.

The strategic addition of Geodetic Engineers  has played a 
pivotal role in the meticulous execution of the DCDB in the 
cleansing of survey records. This initiative has successfully covered 
11 municipalities comprising 422 barangays. This on-going effort 
aims to uphold the accuracy and reliability of the region’s  spatial 
cadastral database.
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