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A team from the National Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
Philippine National Police and the Philippine Army 
seized different kinds of exotic animals last April 8, 2019 
in Barangay Dahican, City of Mati, Davao Oriental. This 
wildlife, mostly birds, were said to have come from 
Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.

Two men, who are allegedly caretakers of the said 
wildlife, were also arrested during the buy-bust 
operation headed by the NBI.

Accordingly, the apprehended wildlife species were 
already at the area for about a week and that the 
caretakers were being paid to feed them.

A total of 450 species of birds, mammals and 
reptiles were identified and counted by the team from 
Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), the DENR 
Regional Office and DENR Provincial Offices in Mati. 
The apprehended wildlife animals have an estimated 

international value of 50 million pesos and local 
value of 8 million pesos. Most of these species are 
categorized as endangered based on the Convention 
of International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).
                Turn to page 3 (Exotic animals seized...)
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Cimatu pushes for Naboc River Rehab
“I am very happy that DENR Region XI is 

spearheading the clean-up of Naboc River as this 
is your contribution to the government’s efforts of 

cleaning-up all rivers in the country.” 
- Secretary Roy A Cimatu

With its mandate to improve the water quality of the country 
most especially the rivers, Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources Secretary Roy A. Cimatu said that the 
cleaning-up and rehabilitation of Naboc River in Region XI 
is one of the goals that the Department is taking seriously 
to achieve.

“I am very happy that DENR Region XI is spearheading 
the clean-up of Naboc River as this is your contribution 
to the government’s efforts of cleaning-up all rivers in the 
country,” he said during his recent visit to Davao City.

Cimatu also lauded OIC, Assistant Secretary for Field 
Operations Eastern Mindanao and DENR-XI’s Regional 
Executive Director Ruth M. Tawantawan for her leadership 
in cleaning-up Naboc River in Monkayo, Comval Province.

        Turn to page 3 (Cimatu pushes for...)
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Deputy Regional Director for 
Administration at the Police 
Regional Office 11 Brig. Gen. 
Nolasco Bathan gives a Plaque of 
Appreciation to DENR Assistant 
Secretary for Field Operations 
Eastern Mindanao and Regional 
Executive Director Ruth M. 
Tawantawan during the Monday 
Convocation of Philippine National 
Police-XI at Camp Catitipan, 
Buhangin, Davao City. On her 
message, Director Tawantawan 
gives her appreciation to the PNP 
for their active involvement in 
various DENR-XI’s environmental 
operations.

Three of the Philippines’ endemic 
animals has been spotted in the buffer 
zone of Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Davao Oriental. The DENR 
personnel conducted a 160-trapping 
day which began in December 2018 
using the state of the art camera traps 
installed in the area.

At least three Philippine Warty 
Pigs (Sus philippensis) and two 
Philippine Deers (Cervus mariannus) 
were documented. Under DENR 
Administrative Order No. 2004-15’s 
establishment of List of Terrestrial 
Threatened Species and their 
categories pursuant to the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147), these species are 
vulnerable as its population is already 
declining.

Three Philippine Macaques (Macaca 
fascicularis philippensis) were also 
captured. Unfortunately, they are in 
the list of Other Threatened Species 
which means that they are prone to 
extinction due to its small population.

“The presence and absence of these 
species indicate the status of our 
forest and other habitats. If we were 
able to spot them, it means that we 
still have a good forest condition and 
ecosystem dynamics”, said Ecosystems 
Mgt. Specialist Clint Michael Cleofe.

The DENR through the  
implementation of Biodiversity 
Monitoring System (BMS) in protected 
areas will continue to exert efforts for 
the conservation of these species.

Philippines’ endemic animals spotted in Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary 
(MHRWS), Davao Oriental

It can be recalled that last March 
16-18, 2019, the Provincial Task Force 
Naboc River in Region XI has served 
Cease and Desist Orders (CDOs) to 
1,797 ball mills and carbon-in-pulp 
(CIP) owners as an initial phase for the 
clean-up drive.

Under the slogan “Lihok Alang Sa 
Naboc”, the 3-day operation aims to 
immediately transfer informal settlers 
and all processing plants from Mt. 
Diwata to Sitio Mabatas to attain the 
government’s goal in rehabilitating 
Naboc River.

During the operation, 16 teams 
were dispatched in the area to serve 
CDOs. Each team was composed of 
personnel from DENR-XI, Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau-XI, Environmental 
Management Bureau-XI, Philippine 
Army, Philippine National Police, 

purok leaders, barangay officials and 
barangay functionaries.

Cimatu also revealed that after 
cleaning the cesspool-image of Boracay, 
he accepted the challenge to clean-up 
Manila Bay in order to restore its water 
quality and to “make that portion of 
Manila Bay swimmable to people.”

Last January 27, about 5,000 people 
showed up for the kick-off of Manila 
Bay clean-up led by the DENR. Cimatu 
also urged the mayors of cities and 
municipalities surrounding Manila 
Bay to do their share in cleaning and 
rehabilitating its rivers and estuaries 
that contribute to the pollution of 
Manila Bay.

He also urged the LGUs to strictly 
implement Republic Act 9003 or the 
Ecological Solid Waste Management 

Act of 2000 as they are primarily 
responsible for waste segregation and 
disposal.

“We are expecting to have a positive 
result by the end of the year. It will take 
several years for us to finally complete 
the clean-up of Manila Bay but we have 
to do something within the year and 
that’s what we are doing now,” Cimatu 
said.

The Environment Chief also disclosed 
that DENR will be addressing the 
problems in the West Philippine Sea.

“We are prepared to perform our 
mandate in the West Philippine Sea. 
We have to do something about 
the destructions of corals there and 
address the issue of giant clams being 
taken by the Chinese in Scarborough 
Shoal. 
                     (Jayvee Jude V. Agas)

CITES is an international agreement 
between governments and aims to 
ensure that international trade in 
specimens of wild animals and plants 
does not threaten their survival. 
CITES was conceived to regulate the 
trade of wildlife animals and plants 
across borders and safeguard certain 
species from over-exploitation.

On the other hand, the NBI 
through its Environmental Crime 
Division-Investigative Service has 
filed charges, recommending for 

prosecution of the two arrested 
wildlife smugglers. The two will be 
charged for possessing and selling 
endangered wildlife animals in 
violation of Section 27 of Republic Act 
No. 9147 or the Wildlife Resources 
Conservation and Protection Act.

Assistant Secretary for Field 
Operations Eastern Mindanao and 
Regional Executive Director Ruth M. 
Tawantawan commended the team 
for its successful operation and said 
that the Department will continue to 

be vigilant in curbing illegal trading 
of wildlife.

“Rest assured that under Secretary 
Roy Cimatu’s watch, the Department 
will always be on the guard in 
curtailing wildlife trading as we are 
committed to safeguard wildlife 
species, both flora and fauna, 
most especially if these species are 
considered critically-endangered or 
endangered,” she said. 

                   (Jayvee Jude V. Agas)
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Meet “Barry”, the rare fish in Mabini
The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) never ceases 
to purport strategic ways to campaign 
in the conservation of the country’s 
environment and natural resources 
particularly on its protected areas. 
Communication, education and public 
awareness (CEPA) has been wrapped in 
varied instruments to connect to people 
and effectively deliver the message on 
the importance of conserving nature 
and its biodiversity.

Mascot is one of those tools. Thus, 
the creation of “Barry”.

“Barry” the barramundi cod/ 
humpback grouper (Cromileptes 
altivelis) mascot was designed to 
educate the people particularly in 
the spanning community of Mabini, 
Compostella Valley Province about the 
abundance of this rare species within 
the Mabini Protected Landscape and 
Seascape (MPLS).

The humpback grouper is a pale-
greenish brown, black-spotted fish 
tagged as naturally rare and high priced 
both in the international and local 
market- ranging from P 2,000- P3,000 
per kilo. 

This species, which is now the 
flagship species of MPLS, shelters in 
inner shelf reefs found underneath 
the Mabini waters. Although, its global 
distribution and population has been 
recorded as decreasing according 

to the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), their 
abundance has recently been recorded 
in the said protected area, which also 
reflects its “good condition” coral cover.   

Through Barry, the DENR aims to open 
the eyes of the public on the presence of 
this rare and vulnerable species and the 
importance of conserving their home – 
the Mabini waters. Barry will be made 
visible during conducts of information 
drive to encourage the community to 
value the coastal and marine ecosystem 
and warn them about the consequences 
that entails illegal activities such as 
overfishing.      

The caricature was launched on June 
2019 at the DENR Marine Center, Sitio 
Mampising, Brgy. Tagnanan, Mabini, 
ComVal. 

            (Analou T. Monajan)

PENRO DavNor conducts reef and 
coastal clean-up in Samal

In line with the celebration of this 
year’s Month of the Ocean, the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR-XI) through 
its Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PENRO) of Davao del 
Norte, conducted a Reef and Coastal 
Clean-up Drive at the Island Garden 
City of Samal (IGACOS) last May 22, 
2019.

Assistant Secretary for Field 
Operations for Eastern Mindanao 
and Regional Executive Director Ruth 
M. Tawantawan said that the activity 
reiterates DENR Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu’s appeal to the public to protect 
coastal resources and to cut down on 
the use of plastics that usually end up 
in the oceans.

“It is important that we maintain 
a healthy and garbage free-ocean 
by practicing waste segregation and 
proper waste disposal most especially 
in our coastal areas. This is exactly 
what is being emphasized in this year’s 
Month of the Ocean theme Free the 
Sea from Marine Debris,” Tawantawan 
said.

With the combined efforts of the 
DENR, local government units and 
other agencies, coastal clean-up 
activities were conducted at Barangays 
Miranda, Tambo, Camudmud and 
Villarica. On the other hand, the Reef 
Clean-up dubbed as “ScuBasurero” 

were conducted at Barangays Dadatan 
and Linusutan.

ScuBasurero is an activity being 
participated in by DENR divers and 
scuba diver volunteers to clean-up 
the shores and underwater of coastal 
areas to conserve its coral reef.

PENR Officer of Davao del Norte 
Victor T. Billiones said that through this 
activity, it will further encourage people 
to conserve the marine resources and 
make them aware that this clean-up 
drive needs a concerted effort.

“While these efforts may seem small, 
we are hoping that the message that 
we are trying to convey through this 
activity will have a bigger impact to the 
people,” he said.

Billiones also extended his 
appreciation to all agencies who 
participated and supported the activity 
such as IGACOS LGU, PCG, DLPC, PNP, 
SUMIFRO, Toyota Davao, PAF, BFP, 

KASILAK, DOLE, PAGRO, JK, MERCADO 
and Davao Reef Divers.

By virtue of Presidential 
Proclamation No. 57 issued in 1999, 
the Month of the Ocean is celebrated 
in the Philippines every May.

Section 2 of the said Proclamation 
mandates the DENR and the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) 
through the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) to 
spearhead the observance of the 
MOO in collaboration with the 
different sectors of the society through 
the conduct of activities that shall 
highlight the conservation, protection 
and sustainable management of the 
country’s coastal and ocean resources. 

         
                   (Jayvee Jude V. Agas)

MABINI PROTECTED LANDSCAPE AND SEASCAPE
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June 4-10 of every calendar year is the 
Philippine Eagle Week, a celebration 
pursuant to Proclamation No. 79 which 
aims to strengthen public awareness on 
the significance of the country’s iconic 
bird of prey and the majestic predator 
in the wild-the Philippine Eagle.

The Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) 
and the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR-XI) 
conducted a community celebration 
in Brgy. Baracatan, Toril, Davao City as 
an innovative effort in educating the 
public about the endemic eagle.

Both agencies believe that one of the 
best ways to ensure the conservation 
of the environment, including its 
species, is to engage and educate 
the community, most especially the 
children.

“Let’s cultivate the children to be 
stewards of the earth. Let’s involve 
them now because these young people 
represent the future.” Mryna Erlinda 
Arbiol, DENR XI’s Chief, Conservation 
and Development Division emphasized.

The information drive aims to refresh 
everyone about how much we take 
pride having the most revered and 
most powerful bird there is in the 
wild. Along with these prideful facts 
is making them aware that the iconic 
eagle is also critically endangered 
which means that they have a narrow 
chance to survive if we will not take 
care of them.

Art workshop, storytelling and 
film screening were conducted for 
the combined students of Baracatan 
Elementary School, Mt. Apo Elementary 

School and Baracayo Integrated School.

One of the presenters was Mr. Ric 
Obenza, Jr, an environmentalist, artist 
and 2018 Datu Bago awardee who 
relentlessly ignites children’s ideas 
about nature in an artistic way. Mr. 
Obenza dedicates his time in planting 
trees daily and encourages the children 
and the community to adopt the same 
habit.

“Planting trees will lead to having a 
healthy forest. This means, we protect 
our Philippine Eagle’s home.” Obenza 
explains to children.

The day-long activity culminates 
by gathering the students and the 
community for a story-telling and 
film screening of “To Save our Eagle” 
a special documentary about the 
Philippine Eagle’s plight.

“We have to enrich the children’s 
values towards conserving our 
environment. They also have to realize 
environmental matters that transcend 
their classroom walls.” Marigelaine 
Arguillas, DENR-XI Protected Areas 
Management and Biodiversity 
Conservation Section Chief said.        

               
                          (Analou T. Monajan)

Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources-XI celebrated 
Philippine Arbor Day through a tree 
planting activity at Brgy. Marahan, 
Marilog District. Foresters from 
DENR-XI headed by Assistant 
Regional Executive Director (ARED) 
for Technical Services Marcia G. Isip 
joined the activity and planted 200 
seedlings of coffee and 800 seedlings 
of Cacao within the Sustainable 
Integrated Area Development (SIAD) 
in Marilog District.

Said participants are also members 
of the Society of Filipino Foresters, 
Inc. (SFFI).

In the Philippines, Arbor Day was 
declared through Proclamation No. 

30 by former President Manuel Roxas 
in 1947, to be held every second 
Saturday of September of each year 
in schools and communities. Most 
recently, it was revived through 
Republic Act 10176 or the Arbor Day 
Act of 2012 when President Benigno 
Aquino 3rd signed into law a bill 

reviving tree-planting day as a yearly 
event.

Arbor Day in the Philippines has 
been institutionalized to be observed 
every June 25 of each year by planting 
trees, ornamental plants and other 
forms of relevant activities.

Arbor Day, which comes from the 
Latin word “arbor” meaning tree, is 
a holiday in which individuals and 
groups are encouraged to plant 
and care for trees. Participation of 
all government agencies, including 
government-owned and controlled 
corporations, private sectors, schools, 
civil society groups, and the citizenry 
are enjoined. 

           (Jayvee Jude V. Agas)

A total of 87 sea turtle hatchlings were 
released into the shores of Toril, Davao 
City on April 15, 2019. The releasing of 
these hatchlings was initiated by the 
Therma South, Inc. (TSI) in coordination 
with the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR-XI).

The nest was discovered along 
the coast of TSI in Binugao, Toril last 
February 23, 2019. Currently, there 
are already 3 nests that have been 
discovered within the compound of the 
coal-fired power plant.

This 2nd batch of hatchlings is named 
“Team Exodus” as it hatched just before 
the Holy Week season. The 1st batch, 
dubbed as “Team Stingray” after Davao 
City Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio’s son, 
was released last March 29, 2019.

TSI Vice President and Plant Manager 
Valentin S. Saludes III said that sea 
turtles nesting and hatching in a coal-

fired power plant is not an everyday 
sight. “The presence of these 
pawikans is a good indicator that we 
are delivering on our commitment to 
environmental stewardship.”

Therma South Inc. is an AboitizPower 

subsidiary which is the owner and 
operator of the 300-megawatt Davao 
Baseload Power Plant. Aside from 
responsibly operating the plant, 
TSI has been conducting monthly 
coastal cleanups since 2016 and has 
facilitated information, education, and 
communication (IEC) campaigns with 
the host communities on safe and 
sustainable fishing practices.

In the Philippines, there are 5 
sea turtle species that are known 
to occur. These are Green Turtle; 
Hawksbill Turtle, Olive Ridley Turtle, 
Loggerhead Turtle, and Leatherback 
Turtle. Under the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature or IUCN, 
the Hawksbill turtle is categorized as 
critically-endangered while Green and 
Loggerhead turtles are categorized as 
endangered. On the other hand, Olive 
Ridley and Leatherback turtles are 
categorized as vulnerable. 

                     (Christine Isip)

As part of the Philippine government’s 
bid to protect and conserve the 
critically-endangered Philippine Eagle, a 
pair named Geothermica and Sambisig 
has been flown to Singapore last June 4, 
2019 in time for the celebration of the 
21st Philippine Eagle Week (June 4-10).

Carrying Philippine passports, the 
said pair is the first of their species to 
be covered by a wildlife loan agreement 
for adoption by a foreign country. The 
passports are said to emphasize the 
Philippine identity of both eagles and 
that they remain the property of the 
Philippine government.

Geothermica is a 15-year-old male 

Philippine eagle born on January 7, 
2004, while Sambisig is a 16-year-old 
female born on November 17, 2002. 
Both were hatched and reared at the 
Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) in 
Davao City.

The pair will be housed in Jurong 
Bird Park for the next 10 years for 
captive breeding under a Wildlife Loan 
Agreement between the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) and the Wildlife Reserves 
Singapore (WRS), one of the leading 
zoological institutions in the world.

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu 
said that these species are “ideal 
ambassadors of Philippine biodiversity, 
perfect for the purpose of generating 
awareness on the urgent need for 
conservation.”

“Sending Geothermica and Sambisig 
to Singapore acts as biosecurity 
measure to ensure the survival of the 
species and as a fallback population 
in the event of catastrophic events 
like disease outbreaks or extreme 
natural calamities taking place in their 

Philippine habitats,” he added.

On board flight PR 507, Philippine 
Airlines (PAL) airlifted the two eagles 
from Davao. DENR Assistant Secretary 
Ricardo Calderon, together with Foreign 
Affairs Assistant Secretary for Asian and 
Pacific Affairs Meynardo Montealegre, 
PEF Chairman Edgar Chua and PEF 
Executive Director Dennis Salvador led 
the ceremonial “send-off” at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport Terminal 2.

Calderon said that with the partnership 
with the Wildlife Reserves Singapore and 
Singapore government commemorating 
50 years of diplomatic relationship, the 
wildlife loan agreement highlighted the 
importance of the Philippine eagle.

According to the DENR, there are 
only around 400 pairs of the Philippine 
eagle left in the wild. With the threat 
of extinction, sending off the Philippine 
eagle pair is considered an insurance 
that the species will not be wiped out in 
case of a deadly disease outbreak in the 
Philippines.

           (Jayvee Jude V. Agas)
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PEF, DENR engage children in protecting 
eagles through info drive

DENR XI foresters plant trees for Arbor Day celebration

87 Sea turtle hatchlings released

Philippine Eagles fly to Singapore for breeding, conservation
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